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Dear Mr. iqbal syaichurrozi,

We have received your article "Effect of Chemical Pretreatment Using Sulfuric Acid on Biogas Production from Water
Hyacinth and Kinetics" for consideration for publication in Renewable Energy.

Your manuscript will be given a reference number once an editor has been assigned.

To track the status of your paper, please do the following:

1. Go to this URL: https://ees.elsevier.com/rene/

2. Enter these login details:
   Your username is: iqbalsyaichurrozi@gmail.com
If you need to retrieve password details, please go to:
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3. Click [Author Login]
This takes you to the Author Main Menu.

4. Click [Submissions Being Processed]
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you know the outcome.  Thank you for your patience.

Thank you for your interest in Renewable Energy.
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Dear Mr. syaichurrozi,

Your submission entitled "Effect of Chemical Pretreatment Using Sulfuric Acid on Biogas Production from Water Hyacinth
and Kinetics" has been received by Renewable Energy.

However, before we can proceed with the review process we ask you to make the following changes to your submission:

1. Kindly provide the line numbers in the Manuscript file of your submission.

2. All pages should be numbered sequentially

Please log onto Elsevier Editorial System as an Author:

https://ees.elsevier.com/rene/

1. Go to the menu item "Submissions/Revisions Sent Back to Author".
2. Click "Edit Submission/Revisions".
3. Click on the relevant submission step on the left-hand menu.
4. Make the required changes.
5. Go to "Attach Files" and "Build PDF for my Approval".
6. View and Approve your new PDF file including the changed item(s).

Thank you for submitting your work to the journal. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

Administrative Support Agent
Administrative Support Agent [02-Feb-11]
Renewable Energy
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interactive tutorials. You will also find our 24/7 support contact details should you need any further assistance from one of
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Dear Mr. iqbal syaichurrozi,

Your submission "Effect of Chemical Pretreatment Using Sulfuric Acid on Biogas Production from Water Hyacinth and
Kinetics" has been assigned manuscript number RENE-D-18-00563.

To track the status of your paper, please do the following:

1. Go to this URL: https://ees.elsevier.com/rene/

2. Enter your login details

3. Click [Author Login]
This takes you to the Author Main Menu.

4. Click [Submissions Being Processed]

Thank you for submitting your work to Renewable Energy.

Kind regards,

Administrative Support Agent
Administrative Support Agent [02-Feb-11]
Renewable Energy

******************************************
Please note that the editorial process varies considerably from journal to journal. To view a sample editorial process,
please click here:
http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/p/7923/a_id/160

For further assistance, please visit our customer support site at http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/list/p/7923. Here you
can search for solutions on a range of topics, find answers to frequently asked questions and learn more about EES via
interactive tutorials. You will also find our 24/7 support contact details should you need any further assistance from one of
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Dear Mr. iqbal syaichurrozi,

Your submission "Effect of Chemical Pretreatment Using Sulfuric Acid on Biogas Production from Water Hyacinth and
Kinetics" will be handled by Editorial Assistant Gregoris P. Panayiotou, PhD.

You may check the progress of your paper by logging into the Elsevier Editorial System as an author at
https://ees.elsevier.com/rene/.

Your username is: iqbalsyaichurrozi@gmail.com
If you need to retrieve password details, please go to:
http://ees.elsevier.com/rene/automail_query.asp       

Thank you for submitting your work to this journal.

Kind regards,

Elsevier Editorial System
Renewable Energy
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For further assistance, please visit our customer support site at http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/list/p/7923. Here you
can search for solutions on a range of topics, find answers to frequently asked questions and learn more about EES via
interactive tutorials. You will also find our 24/7 support contact details should you need any further assistance from one of
our customer support representatives.
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Dear Mr. iqbal syaichurrozi,

Your submission "Effect of Chemical Pretreatment Using Sulfuric Acid on Biogas Production from Water Hyacinth and
Kinetics" will be handled by Associate Editor Robert O. Dunn, Ph.D..

You may check the progress of your paper by logging into the Elsevier Editorial System as an author at
https://ees.elsevier.com/rene/.

Your username is: iqbalsyaichurrozi@gmail.com
If you need to retrieve password details, please go to:
http://ees.elsevier.com/rene/automail_query.asp       

Thank you for submitting your work to this journal.

Kind regards,

Elsevier Editorial System
Renewable Energy

******************************************
For further assistance, please visit our customer support site at http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/list/p/7923. Here you
can search for solutions on a range of topics, find answers to frequently asked questions and learn more about EES via
interactive tutorials. You will also find our 24/7 support contact details should you need any further assistance from one of
our customer support representatives.
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Dear Mr. syaichurrozi,

The review of your paper is now complete; the Reviewers' reports are below.  As you can see, the Reviewers present
important points of criticism and a series of recommendations. We kindly ask you to consider all comments and revise the
paper accordingly in order to respond fully and in detail to the Reviewers' recommendations. If this process is completed
thoroughly, the paper will be acceptable for a second review.

Once you have revised the paper accordingly, please submit it together with a detailed description of your response to
these comments. Please, also include a separate copy of the revised paper in which you have marked the revisions
made.

The revision will be due by: 31/05/2018

To submit a revision, please go to https://ees.elsevier.com/rene/ and login as an Author.

Your username is: iqbalsyaichurrozi@gmail.com
If you need to retrieve password details, please go to: http://ees.elsevier.com/rene/automail_query.asp .

NOTE: Upon submitting your revised manuscript, please upload the source files for your article. For additional details
regarding acceptable file formats, please refer to the Guide for Authors at: http://www.elsevier.com/journals/renewable-
energy/0960-1481/guide-for-authors

When submitting your revised paper, we ask that you include the following items:

Manuscript, Marked manuscript and Figure Source Files (mandatory)

We cannot accommodate PDF manuscript files for production purposes. We also ask that when submitting your revision
you follow the journal formatting guidelines.  Figures and tables may be embedded within the source file for the
submission as long as they are of sufficient resolution for Production.For any figure that cannot be embedded within the
source file (such as *.PSD Photoshop files), the original figure needs to be uploaded separately. Refer to the Guide for
Authors for additional information.
http://www.elsevier.com/journals/renewable-energy/0960-1481/guide-for-authors

Highlights (mandatory)

Highlights consist of a short collection of bullet points that convey the core findings of the article and should be submitted
in a separate file in the online submission system. Please use 'Highlights' in the file name and include 3 to 5 bullet points
(maximum 85 characters, including spaces, per bullet point). See the following website for more information
http://www.elsevier.com/highlights

On your Main Menu page, you will find a folder entitled "Submissions Needing Revision". Your submission record will be
presented here.

Please note that this journal offers a new, free service called AudioSlides: brief, webcast-style presentations that are
shown next to published articles on ScienceDirect (see also http://www.elsevier.com/audioslides). If your paper is
accepted for publication, you will automatically receive an invitation to create an AudioSlides presentation.
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Effective peer review is essential to uphold the quality and validity of individual articles, but also the overall integrity of the
journal. We would like to remind you that for every article considered for publication, there are usually at least 2 reviews
required for each review round, and it is critical that scientists wishing to publish their research also be willing to provide
reviews to similarly enable the peer review of papers by other authors. Please accept any review assignment within your
expertise area(s) we may address to you and undertake reviewing in the manner in which you would hope your own
paper to be reviewed.

Data in Brief (optional)
We invite you to convert your supplementary data (or a part of it) into a Data in Brief article. Data in Brief articles are
descriptions of the data and associated metadata which are normally buried in supplementary material. They are actively
reviewed, curated, formatted, indexed, given a DOI and freely available to all upon publication. Data in Brief should be
uploaded with your revised manuscript directly to Renewable Energy. If your Renewable Energy research article is
accepted, your Data in Brief article will automatically be transferred over to our new, fully Open Access journal, Data in
Brief, where it will be editorially reviewed and published as a separate data article upon acceptance. The Open Access
fee for Data in Brief is $500.

Please just fill in the template found here: https://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/word_doc/0004/
215779/Datainbrief_template.docx. Then, place all Data in Brief files (whichever supplementary files you would like to
include as well as your completed Data in Brief template) into a .zip file and upload this as a Data in Brief item alongside
your Renewable Energy revised manuscript. Note that only this Data in Brief item will be transferred over to Data in Brief,
so ensure all of your relevant Data in Brief documents are zipped into a single file. Also, make sure you change
references to supplementary material in your Renewable Energy manuscript to reference the Data in Brief article where
appropriate.

Questions? Please send your inquiries to dib@elsevier.com. Example Data in Brief can be found here:
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/23523409
MethodsX file (optional)

If you have customized (a) research method(s) for the project presented in your Renewable Energy article, you are invited
to submit this part of your work as MethodsX article alongside your revised research article. MethodsX is an independent
journal that publishes the work you have done to develop research methods to your specific needs or setting. This is an
opportunity to get full credit for the time and money you may have spent on developing research methods, and to
increase the visibility and impact of your work.

How does it work?
1)      Fill in the MethodsX article template: https://www.elsevier.com/MethodsX-template
2)      Place all MethodsX files (including graphical abstract, figures and other relevant files) into a .zip file and upload this
as a 'Method Details (MethodsX) ' item alongside your revised Renewable Energy manuscript. Please ensure all of your
relevant MethodsX documents are zipped into a single file.
3)       If your Renewable Energy research article is accepted, your MethodsX article will automatically be transferred to
MethodsX, where it will be reviewed and published as a separate article upon acceptance.  MethodsX is a fully Open
Access journal, the publication fee is only 520 US$.

Questions?  Please contact the MethodsX team at methodsx@elsevier.com.  Example MethodsX articles can be found
here: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22150161

Include interactive data visualizations in your publication and let your readers interact and engage more closely with your
research. Follow the instructions here: https://www.elsevier.com/authors/author-services/data-visualization to find out
about available data visualization options and how to include them with your article.

Thank you very much for expressing your interest in RENEWABLE ENERGY.

Sincerely,

Soteris Kalogirou, D.Sc.
Editor-in-Chief
Renewable Energy
..........................................................
Note: While submitting the revised manuscript, please double check the author names provided in the submission so that
authorship related changes are made in the revision stage. If your manuscript is accepted, any authorship change will
involve approval from co-authors and respective editor handling the submission and this may cause a significant delay in
publishing your manuscript.
..........................................................
Reviewers' comments:
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Reviewer #1: The manuscript describes acid pretreatment effect and biogas production of Water Hyacinth.  This paper is
interesting topic because the renewable biomass for future biofuel production and does have originality. However there
are a few minor issues that should be addressed before publication is granted, which are listed below.

Material and Methods:
Line 211: Describe briefly how the chemical composition (mainly the cellulose and lignin contents) of the untreated
material was made and after the pre-treatments. The methodology does not mention if there were mass balances for the
determination of degradation of cellulose and lignin.
Results and discussion:
343-401: To present the untreated and pretreated material composition with a mass balance. The closure of the mass
balance of the components (cellulose and lignin) and the reduction of components after pre-treatment should be
discussed. A detailed review of the data in table 2 shows that a mass balance was not applied to these data. The yield
mass of the pre-treatments were not shown. For publication, it is important to present the yields of the pre-treatments and
a mass balance for the discussion of table 2. The contents of hydroxymethylfurfural (HMF), levulinic acid and formic acid
were not presented. These derivatives are commonly found in acid hydrolysates of lignocellulosic materials. It is also
known that such derivatives are inhibitors of fermentations. Present the experimental data or justify the lack of right
information.

Reviewer #2: The research work by Sarto et al. investigates on the effect of H2SO4 addition for biogas production from
WH. Honestly, the improvements of cellulosic substrates' conversion by alkali and acid treatment is not original: many
works are already present in the scientific literature. Anyway, the kinetic modeling is very interesting and compensate the
previous part. Thus, my main recommendation is the kinetic modeling in the Introduction in order to increase the interest
for the paper.
 The methods adopted by the authors are correct and the results are well exposed and justified. I support the paper's
publication after the following revisions.

WHERE ARE THE HIGHLITS???

*       Line 92-109. Reduce this part, please. It contains generic information on AD, pretreatments which can be found
everywhere.
*       Lines 125-144. This information have been included in Materials & Methods chapter. I suggest to remove them and
to emphasize the novelty of the present work.
*       Please, better explain the "Pretreatment severity" concept.

For further assistance, please visit our customer support site at http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/list/p/7923 Here you
can search for solutions on a range of topics, find answers to frequently asked questions and learn more about EES via
interactive tutorials. You will also find our 24/7 support contact details should you need any further assistance from one of
our customer support representatives.

http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/list/p/7923


Reviewer #1: The manuscript describes acid pretreatment effect and biogas production of 

Water Hyacinth.  This paper is interesting topic because the renewable biomass for future 

biofuel production and does have originality. However there are a few minor issues that 

should be addressed before publication is granted, which are listed below. 

 

1. Material and Methods: 

Line 211: Describe briefly how the chemical composition (mainly the cellulose and lignin 

contents) of the untreated material was made and after the pre-treatments. The methodology 

does not mention if there were mass balances for the determination of degradation of 

cellulose and lignin. 

 

Respond:  

Thank you.  

Please check Line 208-249  

 

2. Results and discussion: 

343-401: To present the untreated and pretreated material composition with a mass balance. 

The closure of the mass balance of the components (cellulose and lignin) and the reduction of 

components after pre-treatment should be discussed. A detailed review of the data in table 2 

shows that a mass balance was not applied to these data. The yield mass of the pre-treatments 

were not shown. For publication, it is important to present the yields of the pre-treatments 

and a mass balance for the discussion of table 2. The contents of hydroxymethylfurfural 

(HMF), levulinic acid and formic acid were not presented. These derivatives are commonly 

found in acid hydrolysates of lignocellulosic materials. It is also known that such derivatives 

are inhibitors of fermentations. Present the experimental data or justify the lack of right 

information. 

 

Respond: 

Thank you. 

We have added Table 3 showing the mass balance and discussed it in Line 409-435 and Line 

458-462. The contents of hydroxymethylfurfural (HMF), levulinic acid and formic acid have 

been predicted with mass balance concept. That was shown in Table 3 and discussed in Line 

409-435 and Line 458-462. 

We also have added information about inhibitory effect of furfural, HMF, phenol on 

anaerobic digestion. Please check Line 543-547 and Line 605 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reviewer #2: The research work by Sarto et al. investigates on the effect of H2SO4 addition 

for biogas production from WH. Honestly, the improvements of cellulosic substrates' 

conversion by alkali and acid treatment is not original: many works are already present in the 

scientific literature. Anyway, the kinetic modeling is very interesting and compensate the 

previous part. Thus, my main recommendation is the kinetic modeling in the Introduction in 

order to increase the interest for the paper. 

The methods adopted by the authors are correct and the results are well exposed and justified. 

I support the paper's publication after the following revisions. 

 

1. WHERE ARE THE HIGHLITS??? 

There were the Highlights of this paper: 

• Cellulose degradation in WH under H2SO4 pretreatment followed first order reaction 

• The best pretreatment condition was H2SO4 5%v/v for 60 min (RT60) 

• Digesting RT60 produced highest biogas (424.30 mL) and methane content (64.38%) 

• Modified Gompertz, Cone, First-order kinetic could predict biogas production well 

• In prediction, H2SO4 5%v/v for 65 min resulted optimum slurry as biogas feedstock  

You can find the highlights in our submission 

 

2. Line 92-109. Reduce this part, please. It contains generic information on AD, 

pretreatments which can be found everywhere. 

 

Respond: 

Thank you. 

We have reduced this part to be Line 92-103. 

  

3. Lines 125-144. This information have been included in Materials & Methods chapter. I 

suggest to remove them and to emphasize the novelty of the present work. 

 

Respond: 

Thank you. 

We have reduced them and added some sentences to emphasize the novelty about kinetic 

models in this work. 

Please check Line 119-140 

  

4. Please, better explain the "Pretreatment severity" concept. 

 

Respond: 

Thank you. 

We have added some sentences in Methods to explain pretreatment severity more clearly. 

Please check Line 312-314, Line 316-318, Line 327-328.  

We also have added a little explanation in Line 493-495, 498-499. 
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Ms. Ref. No.:  RENE-D-18-00563R1
Title: Effect of Chemical Pretreatment Using Sulfuric Acid on Biogas Production from Water Hyacinth and Kinetics
Article Type: Research Paper
Journal: Renewable Energy

Dear Dr. iqbal syaichurrozi,

This message is to acknowledge that we have received your revised manuscript for reconsideration for publication in
Renewable Energy.

You may check the status of your manuscript by logging into the Elsevier Editorial System as an author at
https://ees.elsevier.com/rene/.

Thank you for submitting your work to Renewable Energy.

Kind regards,

Elsevier Editorial System
Renewable Energy

******************************************
For further assistance, please visit our customer support site at http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/list/p/7923. Here you
can search for solutions on a range of topics, find answers to frequently asked questions and learn more about EES via
interactive tutorials. You will also find our 24/7 support contact details should you need any further assistance from one of
our customer support representatives.

https://ees.elsevier.com/rene/
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Ref.: Revision of RENE-D-18-00563R1
Title: Effect of Chemical Pretreatment Using Sulfuric Acid on Biogas Production from Water Hyacinth and Kinetics

Dear Dr. syaichurrozi,

Your revised submission "Effect of Chemical Pretreatment Using Sulfuric Acid on Biogas Production from Water Hyacinth
and Kinetics" will be handled by Editor-in-Chief Soteris Kalogirou, D.Sc..

You may check the progress of your revision by logging into the Elsevier Editorial System as an author at
https://ees.elsevier.com/rene/.

Thank you for submitting your revision to this journal.

Kind regards,

Elsevier Editorial System
Renewable Energy

For further assistance, please visit our customer support site at http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/list/p/7923. Here you
can search for solutions on a range of topics, find answers to frequently asked questions and learn more about EES via
interactive tutorials. You will also find our 24/7 support contact details should you need any further assistance from one of
our customer support representatives.

https://ees.elsevier.com/rene/
http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/list/p/7923
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Title: Effect of Chemical Pretreatment Using Sulfuric Acid on Biogas Production from Water Hyacinth and Kinetics
Renewable Energy

Dear Dr. iqbal syaichurrozi,

Your submission "Effect of Chemical Pretreatment Using Sulfuric Acid on Biogas Production from Water Hyacinth and
Kinetics" will be handled by Associate Editor Robert O. Dunn, Ph.D..

You may check the progress of your paper by logging into the Elsevier Editorial System as an author at
https://ees.elsevier.com/rene/.

Your username is: iqbalsyaichurrozi@gmail.com
If you need to retrieve password details, please go to:
http://ees.elsevier.com/rene/automail_query.asp       

Thank you for submitting your work to this journal.

Kind regards,

Elsevier Editorial System
Renewable Energy
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For further assistance, please visit our customer support site at http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/list/p/7923. Here you
can search for solutions on a range of topics, find answers to frequently asked questions and learn more about EES via
interactive tutorials. You will also find our 24/7 support contact details should you need any further assistance from one of
our customer support representatives.
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Dear Dr. syaichurrozi, 

I am pleased to inform you that your paper "Effect of Chemical Pretreatment Using Sulfuric Acid on Biogas Production from 
Water Hyacinth and Kinetics" has been accepted for publication in Renewable Energy.

Your accepted manuscript will now be transferred to our production department and work will begin on creation of the proof. If 
we need any additional information to create the proof, we will let you know. If not, you will be contacted again in the next 
few days with a request to approve the proof and to complete a number of online forms that are required for publication.

Effective peer review is essential to uphold the quality and validity of individual articles, but also the overall integrity of the 
journal. We would like to remind you that for every article considered for publication, there are usually at least 2 reviews 
required for each review round, and it is critical that scientists wishing to publish their research also be willing to provide 
reviews to similarly enable the peer review of papers by other authors. Please accept any review assignment within your 
expertise area(s) we may address to you and undertake reviewing in the manner in which you would hope your own paper to 
be reviewed.

Thank you very much for expressing your interest in Renewable Energy.

Sincerely,
Soteris Kalogirou, D.Sc.
Editor-in-Chief
Renewable Energy
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Please note this is a system generated email from an unmanned mailbox.
If you have any queries we really want to hear from
you via our 24/7 support at http://help.elsevier.com

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Article title: Effect of Chemical Pretreatment Using Sulfuric Acid on Biogas Production from Water Hyacinth and Kinetics
Reference: RENE10395
Journal title: Renewable Energy
Corresponding author: Dr. iqbal syaichurrozi
First author: Dr. Sarto Sarto
Dear Dr. syaichurrozi,

Your article Effect of Chemical Pretreatment Using Sulfuric Acid on Biogas Production from Water Hyacinth and Kinetics
will be published in Renewable Energy.

To track the status of your article throughout the publication process, please use our article tracking service:

https://authors.elsevier.com/tracking/article/details.do?aid=10395&jid=RENE&surname=syaichurrozi

For help with article tracking: http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/90

Yours sincerely,
Elsevier Author Support

----------------------------------------------------------------------
HAVE A QUERY?
We have 24/7 support to answer all of your queries quickly.
http://help.elsevier.com

UNRIVALLED dissemination for your work
When your article is published, it is made accessible to more than 15 million monthly unique users of ScienceDirect,
ranging from scientists, researchers, healthcare professionals and students. This ensures that your paper reaches the
right audience, wherever they may be on the globe, and that your research makes the greatest impact possible.

> Find new research yourself at: www.sciencedirect.com

SENDER INFORMATION
This e-mail has been sent to you from Elsevier Limited, The Boulevard, Langford Lane, Kidlington, Oxford, OX5 1GB,
United Kingdom. To ensure delivery to your inbox (not bulk or junk folders), please add Article_Status@elsevier.com to
your address book or safe senders list.

PRIVACY POLICY
Please read our privacy policy.

http://www.elsevier.com/privacypolicy
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